The clinical features of a cervical enterogenous cyst in a one-year-old boy mimicked those of an intracranial mass. Following removal of the cyst the neurological signs rapidly disappeared. The literature is reviewed from histological and clinical aspects and a classification of these cysts is proposed.
Introduction
There have been many reports of intraspinal enterogenous cysts since the first description by Kubie and Fulton (1928) and they have been variously termed neurenteric or gastrogenic cysts. The purpose of this paper is to present an unusual example of such a lesion in a child which produced clinical features more suggestive of an intracranial mass.
Case report
The patient, a one-year-old boy, was initially admitted under a paediatrician with an influenza-like illness for 2 weeks, followed by a 4-day history of apathy, and a 2-day history of severe neck retraction. In addition the parents also noticed a relative lack of movement of both his upper limbs for one day. The child had been born prematurely with a birth weight of 4 pounds but had had normal developmental milestones; the family history was unremarkable.
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